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Wake-Up And Read 


Perhaps the persons responsible 
for selecting the slogan for Na- 
tional Library Week had in mind 
those who read to go to sleep; 
people who judge the quality of a 
book by the length of time it takes 
them to fall asleep while reading 
it. The shorter the time, the bet- 
© ter the book. 


These “books for sleep” persons 
are a step, admittedly a short step, 
above those who use books for 
every purpose except reading—to 
press flowers, to prop up movie 


= projectors, to elevate small chil- 


dren to table level, as door stops, 
and as decorations, to mention just 
afew. If such individuals were as 
honest as one punctilious bachelor 
who categorized his books as those 
he had read, those he intended to 
read, and those he would never 
read, most of their books would be 
shelved in the “never” section. 
Imagine acquiring a book to read! 


The story is told of a field rep- 
resentative of a large corporation 
who, while on one of his trips, 
wrote his wife daily. When he re- 
turned she met him at the airport. 


“I missed you, Henry,” she said, 
“and I wondered how you were.” 


When they arrived home he no- 
ticed his letters stacked neatly on 
the desk, unopened. 


“I really did miss you and was 
concerned about you, but I was 


just too busy to read your let- 
ters.” 


Similarly, although many Tex- 


ans voice concern about the foreign 
and domestic problems which face 
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the United States, they do not 
take the time to become better in- 
formed—do not take the time to 
read the “letters” from persons 
who are in a position to change 
concern to _ understanding, © or 
knowledge. 


The nation’s leaders stress that 
the United States depends, for its 
vitality, upon an informed and un- 
derstanding citizenry. Because he 
is concerned about the problems 
which face the United States, the 
Texan admits that he should gain 
all possible information pertinent 
to these problems. Because he be- 
lieves that each person in our so- 
ciety deserves a chance to realize 
his potential, the Texan is inter- 
ested in understanding people and 
working to provide the economic, 
political and social climates which 
will make for the greatest oppor- 
tunities for the greatest number. 
Most Texans would readily sub- 
scribe to the truth fo these state- 
ments, but seem reluctant to uti- 
lize the finest source of answers— 
books. A recent survey of the 
reading habits of Texas adults dis- 
closed that while 58% of the re- 
spondents classified themselves as 
book lovers, 74% of that number 
had not read a book during the 
week preceding the survey. 


While National Library Week, 
with its slogan “Wake Up and 
Read,” presents a fine opportunity 
to focus public attention on the 
important role reading might play 
in quickening the vitality of the 
nation, common sense _ indicates 
that one week of “focusing” won’t 
change the reading habits of Tex- 
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ans. Publicity for this special 

week can have far-reaching effects in how well Texas librarians anj 
only if it compels people to ask local government agencies folloy 
themselves, “Why don’t I read through during the  succeedin 


more?” and then to decide to do months. There indeed is the chal. 
something about it. lenge. 


Governor Daniel Signs 


Library Week Proclamation 


Standing, left to right: Pete Snelson Miiland, Stat> President cf the Jaycees; 
Mrs. A. J. House, Yoakum, Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs President; James 
D. Meeks, Chr. of Librarians’ Committee for National Library Week; R. W. Pett- 
way, President, Friends of Texas Libraries; Mrs. John Leddy Jones, Dallas, 
Member of the Friends of Texas Libraries Advisory Board; Mrs. Elmer Dale, 
Blanco, Former President of the Friends of Texas Libraries. 
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A STATEMENT FROM TWO PRESIDENTS 


on the occasion of the first observance of 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


March 16-22, 1958 


The Bible tells us that the truth shall make men free. 


We Americans know that if freedom means anything, it means the 
right to think. And the right to think means the right to read— 
anything, written anywhere, by any man, at any time. 


Print is our passport to truth. It opens the richest empire man knows 
—the empire of the human heart and mind. 


Men die; devices change; success and fame run their course. But 
within the walls of even the smallest library in our land lie the 
treasures, the wisdom and the wonder of man’s greatest adventures 
on this earth. 


National Library Week will greatly serve if it makes us pause and 
remember these things. 


HERBERT HOOVER 


(Signed) 


HARRY S. TRUMAN 


(Signed) 


FEBRUARY, 1958 





Che P. “blic ohibeastes 


Corpus Christi's La Retama Public Library 


Mrs. Phyllis S. Burson, Librarian 


Merchandising our resources is 
the keynote of service at La Re- 
tama Public Library. The very 
format of the building is an invi- 
tation to read. Fourteen-foot win- 
dow walls on the north and east 
side of the building display books 
and activity to the passing traffic 
outside. The marble and glass en- 
trance carries the exterior brick 
into the building with a beautiful 
planter, directing the patron to the 
expansive circulation desk. Lei- 
sure-time reading collections are in 
the circulation area. Patrons like 
to have their reading hand picked 
or pre-selected for them. 

Across the front of the building 
the browsing lounge contains all 
recent books. They form a back- 
drop to the luxurious furnishings, 
inviting all Corpus Christi to come 
inside and read. Plastic jackets on 
all new books retain the covers 
which continue “to sell” the book 
indefinitely. Paper book bags 
with the library’s name advertise 
the library throughout the city. 

A glass wall beyond the card 
catalog gives visibility to the ref- 
erence department, the center of 
informational activities. The 
greatest gain in library use has 
been in this department, which is 
asked questions ranging from sim- 
ple fact to an abstruse problem. 
Giving information by telephone is 
appreciated by our readers, as calls 
have quadrupled in the past two 
years. 

Business reference materials 
are heavily used in our heart of 
the city location. Moody’s Invest- 
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ors Service, and Prentice-Hall Tax 
Service are among the sets ar- 
ranged to catch the eye of the bus- 
inessmen passing the outside win- 
dows of this department. Business 
and financial periodicals have many 
regular readers. Periodicals form 
an important part of available in- 
formational material. Because our 
library does not have books on all 
subjects and so many of our books 
are in circulation, we rely on peri- 
odicals more than the large library. 
Most indexed periodicals are bound 
for permanent use. Only a few of 
the indexed magazines, infrequent- 
ly used, are kept on microfilm in- 
stead of binding. 

Our local history collection is 
within this department. Manv- 
script and clipping material, gath- 
ered and stored over a period of 
twenty years, has been largely 
processed. The rarest of our orig- 
inal manuscripts have been put on 
microfilm for preservation as well 
as use. Copies of old Corpus 
Christi newspapers and_ theses 
held by other libraries are slowly 
being microfilmed or photostated 
for local patrons. Much of this 
progress has been made possible 
by a memorial gift to the Corpus 
Christi local history collection. 
The History and Archives commit- 
tee of the Friends of La Retama 
Library have begun a collection of 
census and similar records on mi- 
crofilm. Entirely through gifts 
they have secured a sizable collec- 
tion which has already attracted 
attention of genealogical research- 
ers throughout the state. The 
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Browsing Lounge 


Friends purchased a steel micro- 
film file for housing this film. 

Providing an invitation to read 
and extending our service theme 
of merchandising our wares, the 
mezzanine section above the refer- 
ence is devoted to current period- 
icals in plastic covers on sloping 
shelves and newspaper racks. The 
teenage browsing area, containing 
the young adult books, is located in 
a separate section of the mezza- 
nine. 

The children’s room on the sec- 
ond floor of the library is a color- 
ful pleasure spot where entertain- 
ment stimulates the desire to read. 
The Children’s Committee of the 
Friends supplements reading with 
programs of art, magic and music 
and through storytelling and pup- 
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pet shows. The City Recreation 
Devartment has turned our unused 
third floor into a magic fairyland 
with ten-foot high plyboard char- 
acters from story land. This floor 
is called the “Attic Workshop.” 
Here Recreation Department danc- 
ing classes, Junior League puppet 
shows, and Friends storytellers 
bring children into the library. 
This summer the library’s reading 
program featured World Traveler 
awards. The City Recreation De- 
partment, the Friends and the 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times co- 
sponsored this program with our 
library. 

Volunteer storytellers were 
called travelers and carried suit- 
cases covered with travel stickers 
to ten Recreation centers weekly 
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to tell stories. Miniature travel 
stickers were given to children at- 
tending a story hour or reading a 
book. The bookmobile added the 
Recreation centers to its crowded 
schedule. The program was so 
successful the Corpus Christi Pub- 
lic Schools loaned our library the 
entire book stock from an ele- 
mentary school library when the 
shelves in our children’s room be- 
came bare. 


Currently the Friends are put- 
ting on a weekly television show. 
The library bookworm, a puppet, 
is master of ceremonies for a story- 
teller in a magic-land setting, who 
narrates illustrated fairy tales. 


The 


bookmobile, 


circulating 


books at a rate of over two per 
minute throughout the city, is a 
highlight of our library service, 
Patrons select from shelves hold- 
ing 3,600 volumes. 

That people of our city are avid 
readers is evidenced by the fact 
that with a 69,000 book stock our 
345,000 circulation shows the next 
to the highest rate of book turn- 
over in the United States for li- 
braries serving over 100.000 popu- 
lation. The Junior Chamber of 
Commerce adopted “Operation Li- 
brary.” Through the Friends they 
have acted as a public speaking 
bureau and with talks throughout 
the city have spread the word that 
a better public library means a 
better Corpus Christi. 


Current Periodicals 
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, = History 


San Antonio Flood—1819 


Report of the flood of July 5, 
1819, at San Antonio, by Governor 
Antonio Martinez — Translated 
from the draft copy of the gover- 
nor’s letter in the Texas State Ar- 
chives. 

The present situation of this 
province under my command is a 
lamentable one. This capital of 
Texas has just undergone a ruin- 
ous disaster, and I am obligated to 
inform your superiority of the 
event which follows. Between six 
and seven o’clock on the morning 
of the 5th of the current month, a 
terrific downpour of water de- 
scended upon the head of this 
river causing a flood so terrible 
that no object could resist its fury. 
The river left its channel and 
spread so far over the town that 
it joined San Pedro Creek. The 
houses were caught between the 
conflicting currents, and the river 
crossed both plazas. After the 
stock in the potrero disappeared, 
the water began to dislodge and 
carry away several jacales from 
their locations, and the people who 
lived in them were seen as they 
were carried down the river by 
the strong current, and it was im- 
possible to give immediate aid to 
the miserable souls who struggled 
against death because no one could 
do anvthing except look out for 
himself. 

To give you a full account of 
this catastrophe would be a highly 
prolonged affair, but since you 
have sufficient knowledge of the lo- 
cation of this town I will be con- 
tent to tell you that from the prox- 
imity of the walls of the San Va- 
lero Mission to San Pedro Creek, 
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which crogses behind the city on 
the West, it was all one river in a 
struggle with the houses and the 
stakes of the corrals. It formed 
an irresistible current, and in ad- 
dition to the many houses it car- 
ried away, a good many people per- 
ished. They are being extracted 
from the river yet, and for this 
reason I cannot give you the cor- 
rect number of the total loss. 

The force of the flood was so vio- 
lent that no one could save his few 
possessions. Though both men and 
women had a great deal of agility 
in the water, each one was content 
with having saved his life. Almost 
all of them have nothing to clothe 
their bodies because the water car- 
ried away their houses. Although 
they were dressed at the time of 
the flood, when they found them- 
selves suddenly in the middle of 
the river they pulled off their 
clothes; some did so in order that 
their clothes would not interfere 
with their navigation. The result 
is that they are now in skins and 
have no food whatever to keep 
them alive. 

These misfortunes were general, 
b»t the paymaster of the company 
of Béxar has been ruined because 
his granary is ful! of water and all 
the grain is fermenting. The con- 
tinual rain will not permit him to 
move it to another place or even 
put it in the sun. and consequently 
mch of it will be lost. 

In this pitiful situation, finding 
myself unable to lighten such bur- 
dens, I solicit your mercy in the 
name of an unfortvnete people 
who appeal to you as the father of 
these provinces, and I beg you, in 
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order to alleviate their misery in- 
sofar as possible, to take the most 
effective measures that your mea- 
ger resources will allow, under- 
standing that whatever optimistic 
hopes the citizens and troops had 
for the next season’s crops have 
vanished almost completely be- 
cause the aforesaid flood has beat 
them down and submerged them in 
swamps. Therefore, it will be im- 
possible for me to exist in this de- 
bris unless with charity and kind- 
ness you hasten to assist me and 
prevent the destruction of the 
troops and vecinos to whose for- 
mer needs I had attended by lend- 
ing them corn from the warehouse 
so that they might do their plant- 
ing, but now that this has all been 
lost they will hardly be able to pay 
me. 

The bridge which facilitated 
communication with the company 
and the vecinos of the Alamo and 
which I had constructed last year 
with the ceaseless labor of these 
same vecinos and troops was the 
first thing carried away by the 
river, and consequently, if it con- 
tinues to rain, those inhabitants 
will remain unable, as they are 
now, to communicate with this 
government. Since I am aware of 


* 


The Archives Division of the 
Texas State Library announces 
the publication on January 17, 
1958, of the Letters of Antonio 
Martinez, Last Spanish Governor 
of Texas, 1817-1822 (translated 
and edited by Virginia H. Taylor). 

These letters were translated 
from the draft copies of Governor 
Martinez’ correspondence with 
Joaquin de Arredondo, comman- 
dant general of the Eastern In- 
terior Provinces. The letter book 
is comprised in the papers and 
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your diverse needs and duties and 
the few resources on which you 
can depend, you must know that] 
shall appeal to the kindness of the 
Most Excellent Sefor Viceroy, 
who, fearing further eventualities, 
will perhaps supply enough aid to 
compensate this province in part 
for the damages it has suffered. 

The government building was 
greatly damaged. The river passed 
by the side of it with indescribable 
violence, and it is now uninhab- 
itable. It will be necessary to re. 
pair it, but I lack the means and 
resources, and I am _ greatly 
grieved to see myself living in a 
swamp. 

All the troops are working de 
votedly to alleviate the condition 
of the people, especially the ad in 
terim plaza assistant, D. Manuel 
La Fuente, alférez of the flying 
company of Alamo, and Manuel 
Menchaca and Juan Galvan, ser- 
geants of the company of Béxar. 
According to my order they ad- 
ministered to the needs of the town 
with the greatest energy while the 
flood was raging, and therefore 
they seem worthy of recommenda- 
tion to your superiority. God pro- 
tect you many years. Béxar, July 
8, 1819. By special mail 
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documents of the Nacogdoches Ar- 
chives (the records of the Spanish 
Government in Nacogdoches, 1733- 
1836), which are now on file in 
the Texas State Archives. 

The Letters of Antonio Martinez 
appeared in outline form in eight 
consecutive issues of the South- 
western Historical Quarterly in 
1956 and 1957. With the belief 
that the exact text of Martinez’ 
letters will add to the better un- 
derstanding of a transitional and 
little-known period in Texas his- 
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tory, they are now published in 
complete form for the first time. 
The details of Martinez’ letters 
are graphic and illuminating, and 
en toto they present a pathetic, 
and sometimes amusing, picture of 
Texas in its last years as a Span- 
ish province. 


This book, in one single volume 
of 368 pages, with an introduction 
containing the few known facts of 
Martinez’ life, sells for $6.00 and 
can be ordered directly from the 
Texas State Archives, Camp Hub- 
bard, Austin, Texas. 


Interesting Adult Books Of 1957 For Young People 


The Young Adult Services Di- 
vision of the American Library 
Association has issued its list, “In- 
teresting Adult Books of 1957 for 
Young People.” The annual list 
was presented at the Membership 
Meeting of YASD on Thursday 
(Jan. 30) afternoon during the 
ALA Midwinter Meeting (Jan. 26- 
Feb. 1) in Chicago. 

Jane S. McClure, Coordinator of 
Work with Young Adults, Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia, President of 
YASD, stated that the Book Se- 
lection Committee makes. the 
choice from the entire output of 
adult books published during the 
year. The YASD list has come to 
be watched for by librarians, high 
school teachers, parents and youth 
leaders as a guide to reading for 
young people. 

Jane Manthorne, Young Adults 
Librarian, Boston Public Library, 
Chairman of the Committee, said 
that first, 60 titles were nominated 
by the Committee. Then, librar- 
ians throughout the country who 
specialize in work with young 
adults were asked to report their 
experience with the use of these 
books with young readers; the final 
selection of 20 was based on these 
replies. She added: 

“The choices reveal a wide-eyed 
appraisal of the atomic age, a con- 
tinuing interest in war literature, 
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and a sense of humor. No fewer 

than six books on the last war are 

included, with an additional title 
on the Civil War and on World 

War I. Young people showed de- 

cisively a preference for the facts, 

since only seven novels are in- 
cluded, and most of these are 
strongly derived from fact, legend, 
or the authors’ own experiences. 

But laughter is not absent, and 

young people who fight handicaps 

is a theme which continues to be 
popular with high school readers.” 
The list follows: 

Chute, B. J., The Blue Cup, and 

Other Stories. Dutton. 
The author of Greenwillow pre- 
sents twelve short stories which 
vary in mood and tone but which 
prove again her skill and com- 
passion 

Schaefer, Jack, Company of Cow- 

ards. Houghton. 
A group of Union soldiers, ac- 
cused of cowardice, redeem 
themselves on the western fron- 
tier. 

Randall, Ruth Painter, The Court- 
ship of Mr. Lincoln. Little. 
Family opposition, a broken en- 
gagement and a challenge to a 
duel complicated the course of 
this “all-American” love story! 

Bishop, James Alonzo, The Day 
Christ Died. Harper. 

Moving, hour-by-hour narrative 
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of the final day, from the Last 
Supper to the drama at the 


cross. 

Lord, Walter, Day of Infamy. Holt. 
The people of Pearl Harbor and 
the enemy overhead play out the 
dark hours of December 7, 1941. 

Mowat, Farley, The Dog Who 
Wouldn’t Be. Little. 
Unmatched on the hunt or in the 
rumble seat, an eccentric pooch 
named Mutt comes alive as the 
author chuckles over his Cana- 
dian boyhood. 

Rayner, Denys Arthur, The En- 

emy Below. Holt. 
A British destroyer and a Ger- 
man U-boat pursue a deadly 
game in this taut World War II 
novel. 

Mehta, Ved, Face to Face. Atlan- 

tic-Little. 
A sensitive and talented young 
Hindu, blind since childhood, de- 
scribes his lonely youth in India 
and his wondrous education in 
America. 

McLean, Alistair, The Guns of 
Navarone. Doubleday. 
Compelling novel about five Brit- 
ish commandos who silenced the 
guns of a German garrison. 

Packard, Vance, The Hidden Per- 

suaders. McKay. 
How the Madison Avenue ad- 
men use psychology to tantalize, 
even hypnotize, American con- 
sumers and voters. 

Housepian, Marjorie, A Houseful 

of Leve. Random. 
Life abounds in shishkebab, yo- 
gurt, and relatives in this enter- 
taining story of an Armenian- 
American family during the 
*thirties. 

Marshall. Alan, J Can Jump Pud- 
dles. World. 

Deeply appealing account of a 
boyhood spent on crutches in the 
bush country of Australia. 
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Sutcliff, Rosemary, Lady in Wait- 
ing. Coward-McCann. 
The stormy and tragic career of 
Sir Walter Raleigh is skillfully 
interwoven with the poignant 
story of his wife Bess. 


Phillips, Alan, The Living Legend. 
Little. 
Lively anecdotes and _little- 
known facts show the Royal Ca- 
nadian Mounted Police as many 
men: tax collectors, sleuths, 
coast guardsmen. 


Durrell, Gerald M., My Family and 
Other Animals. Viking. 
The antics of an engaging Eng- 
lish family are told by the 
youngest son who puts in a 
“plug” for his hobby of insect 
collecting. 


Shute, Nevil, On the Beach. Mor- 
row. 
As deadly radiation seeps into 
the Southern Hemisphere, an 
American submarine commander 
spells out his last days with 
friends in Australia. 


Howarth, David Armine, 
Sledge Patrol. Macmillan. 
A handful of courageous Danes 
outwit the Germans as the war 
reaches the icy wilderness of 
Greenland. 


The 


Burgess, Alan, The Small Woman. 
Dutton. 
The remarkable, true story of 
Gladys Aylward, the London 
parlormaid who served as mis- 
sionary among the mountain 
people of northern China and did 
espionage work during the Jap- 
anese invasion. 


Reynolds, Quentin James, They 
Fought for the Sky. Rinehart. 
An exciting chronicle of the 
gallant and heroic air aces of all 
nations who fought for the sky 
in World War I. 
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Caidin, Martin, Vanguard! Dut- 
ton. 


A readable account of rocket en- 


gineering from the beginnings 
to the construction of America’s 
much-publicized satellite. 


Notable Books Of 1957 


The Public Library Association, 
a division of the American Library 
Association, has issued its annual 
list of “Notable Books” which in- 
cludes 41 titles. The selection 
from among books published dur- 
ing 1957 was released March 1, 
1958, by the Council on Notable 
Books to enable libraries to fea- 
ture the titles in their observance 
of National Library Week, March 
16 to 22. 

Arthur H. Parsons, Jr., Director, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, who is President of the di- 
vision, said of the list: 

“In presenting the list of No- 
table Books each year, the ALA 
Public Library Association dem- 
onstrates one of the principal serv- 
ices of individual librarians every- 
where—recommending those books 
which possess to a high degree 
qualities which make them stand 
out among all the books published 
during the year. In designating 
these as ‘notable’ books the divi- 
sion is not saying that these are 
necessarily the ‘best’ books of the 
year, but merely that they are 
books especially ‘worthy of note.’ 
With nationwide attention pres- 
ently focussed on reading by the 
vigorous program that culminates 
in National Library Week, this 
year’s selection of Notable Books 
is particularly significant.” 

Edna G. Peck, Chief of Book Se- 
lection for Home Reading Services, 
Boston Public Library and Chair- 
man of the Council said: 

“The 1957 list was compiled by 
the Notable Books Council with 
the aid of thirty-seven participat- 
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ing libraries, chosen to give com- 
plete geographical and numerical 
representation throughout conti- 
nental United States. This list 
represents several innovations. In 
order to assure inclusion of titles 
from all fields of knowledge, the 
list was chosen to include books of 
merit in eight major categories. 

“Since the emphasis of National 
Library Week is being placed on 
books, it was decided to issue No- 
table Books in time to be utilized 
by libraries during National Li- 
brary Week in the promotion of in- 
terest in reading. This had the 
advantage of giving the Notable 
Books Council an opportunity to 
survey the entire 1957 publishing 
output which was impossible when 
the list was issued at Midwinter 
as heretofore. It also provided 
time for the Council, as a working 
unit, to prepare the final list dur- 
ing the A.L.A. Midwinter meeting. 
Comments on these two innova- 
tions by libraries featuring the 
Notable Books list are welcome. 

“The Council, aided by the par- 
ticipating libraries, chose the list 
on the basis of literary merit, sin- 
cerity and honesty of presentation, 
ability to stimulate readers to take 
a broader and more objective view 
of themselves and their neighbors, 
locally and internationally and to 
arouse an interest in reading 
where such interest needs stimu- 
lation.” 


Following is the list: 

Agar, Herbert. The Price of Pow- 
er. University of Chicago. 
An appraisal of America’s new 
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role in world politics since World 
War II. 

Agee, James. Death in the Family. 
McDowell, Obolensky. 
The effect of the sudden, mean- 
ingless death of a young father 
on the lives of his wife and their 
two small children, told with 
compassion and understanding. 

Allen, Robert P. On the Trail of 
Vanishing Birds. McGraw. 
The efforts during the last 
twenty-five years on the part of 
the research director of Nation- 
al Audubon Society to save from 
extinction three beautiful spe- 
cies of North American birds: 
the American flamingo, the ro- 
seate spoonbill and the whoop- 
ing crane. 

Bedford, Sybille. A Legacy. Simon 
& Schuster. 


The interrelationships of the 


members of two influential fam- 
ilies in pre-World War I Ger- 
many. 

Bone, Edith. 7 Years’ Solitary. 


Harcourt. 

The efforts of a human being— 
in this case a woman of over 
seventy—to keep her integrity, 
sanity and dignity against seven 
years’ subjection to the horrors 
and indignity of a Communist 
prison cell. 

Bowen, Catherine D. The Lion and 

the Throne: the Life and Times 
of Sir Edward Coke (1552- 
1634). Little. 
One of the most dramatic eras 
of British history is recaptured 
with clarity and accuracy. This 
is the third biography in a triad 
including Holmes and Adams. 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Days of the 
Phoenix: the Nineteen-twenties 
I Remember. Dutton. 

Similar in tone and content to 
he first volume of Mr. Brooks’ 
autobiographical ruminations, 
Scenes and portraits, this de- 
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scribes the people he knew, the 
places he visited and his emerg- 
ing philosophy of life. 

Burlingame, Roger. The American 

Conscience. Knopf. 
The influence of the early Pil- 
grims and their dealings with 
the Indians, the treatment of 
minority groups, and early eco- 
nomic practices all left an indel- 
ible stamp on the national con- 
science. 

Chase, Mary E. The Edge of Dark- 

ness. Norton. 
A Maine fishing hamlet comes to 
life with compassionate under- 
standing as Miss Chase recounts 
the events which _ centered 
around the funeral of one of the 
oldest inhabitants. 

Church, Richard. The Golden Sov- 

ereign. Dutton. 
The author’s poetic writing 
comes through this self-revela- 
tion with charm as subtlety as 
Mr. Church continues his remi- 
niscences begun in Over the 
bridge. 

Churchill, Winston L. S. The Age 

of Revolution. Dodd. 
The third volume in the monu- 
mental A history of the English- 
speaking peoples, this covers the 
years 1688-1815 and includes a 
vivid account of three major 
revolutions—the English Revo- 
lution of 1688, the American 
Revolution and the French Rev- 
olution. 

Coit, Margaret L. Mr. Baruch. 

Houghton. 
The biography of a great Amer- 
ican depicted with clarity 
against the background of his 
country’s development. 

Connell, Brian. A Watcher on the 
Rhine; an Appraisal of Germany 
Today. Morrow. 

A report on the social, economic 
and political forces at work in 
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Germany during the post-war 
era. 

Coon, Carleton S. 
Caves. Knopf. . 
A personal adventure in anthro- 
pological archeology which cen- 
ters interest on explorations in 
the Middle East. 

Cozzens, James G. By Love Pos- 

sessed. Harcourt. 
From the focal point of forty- 
nine hours in the life of Arthur 
Winner, a lawyer in a small 
East-coast town, the author ex- 
plores— pro and con— many 
kinds of love and the effect on 
those who love and are loved. 

Djilas, Milovan. The New Class: 

an Analysis of the Communist 
System. Praeger. 
An objective yet incisive anal- 
ysis by an ex-Communist who is 
not afraid to state facts as he 
sees them. 

Durant, William J. The Reforma- 

tion. Simon and Schuster. 
A history of European civiliza- 
tion from Wyclif to Calvin the 
sixth volume in the author’s The 
story of civilization. 

Farre, Rowena. Seal Morning. 

Rinehart. 
Life with the strange members 
of the animal family which the 
author and her aunt collected on 
their croft in a remote section 
of northern Scotland. 

Flanner, Janet. Men and Monu- 

ments. Harper. 
Five essays which portray the 
contributions to art made by Ma- 
tisse, Picasso and Braque; the 
works of André Malraux and the 
acquisition of masterpieces by 
the arch “collector,” Hermann 
Goering. 

Hamilton, Edith. The Echo of 
Greece. Norton. 

An interpretative essay on the 
Greek way of life during the 
fourth century B. C. which car- 
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ries within its thesis a warning 
for our times. 

Highet, Gilbert. Poets on a Land- 
scape. Knopf. 

The personal lives and literary 
careers of seven Latin poets, 
Catullus, Virgil, Propertius, Hor- 

Janson, H. W. and Dora J. The 
Picture History of Painting— 
from Cave Painting to Modern 
Times. Abrams. 

Johnson, Gerald W. The Lunatic 

Fringe. Lippincott. 
Sketches of thirteen Americans 
who were considered noncon- 
formists by their contemporar- 
ies. 

Kissinger, Henry A. Nuclear 
Weapons and Foreign Policy. 
Harper. 

A clear warning that America 
must be constantly on the alert 
if freedom is not to be lost 
through a succession of little 
wars, unsuccessfully concluded. 

Lea, Tom. The King Ranch. Little. 
A definitive work on the King 
Ranch in Texas and the Kings 
and Klebergs who have operated 
it during its long history. 

Lerner, Max. America as a Civili- 
zation; Life and Thought in the 
United States Today. Simon & 
Schuster. 

A comprehensive synthesis of 
America at mid-century. 

Low, David. Autobiography. Si- 

mon & Schuster. 
This personal story of a noted 
British political cartoonist has 
the added value of bringing to 
life the many great men and 
those not so great who have 
made headlines and been fea- 
tured in Low’s cartoons during 
the last half-century. 

Life (periodical). The World’s 
Great Religions. Time, Inc. 

An impressive, unbiased reli- 
gious panoply presented by 
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means of text and art reproduc- 
tions. 

Mehta, Ved P. Face to Face. Lit- 
tle. 
A young Indian records with hu- 
mility his efforts to seek an 
American education and over- 
come blindness. This account of 
his courageous plan, crowned 
with success, is especially re- 
vealing in its picture of a blind 
person’s ability to succeed in the 
world of sight. 

Michener, James A. The Bridge at 
Andau. Random House. 
A vivid recapturing of the 
events of the Hungarian Revolu- 
tion, 1956, and the people who 
took part in those events. 

Mowat, Farley. The Dog Who 
Wouldn’t Be. Little. 
Warm humor and appreciative 
understanding pervade this sto- 
ry of a boy, his family and his 
dog. 

Packard, Vance O. The Hidden 
Persuaders. McKay. 


An exploration into the opera- 
tions of MR (Motivation Re- 


search) with explanations of 
how it affects mass communica- 
tion in advertising and public 
relations. 

Stewart, Sidney. 
Day. Norton. 
What happened to the survivors 
of the Bataan Death March by 
one of them. 

Thiel, Rudolf. And There Was 
Light: the Discovery of the Uni- 
verse; tr. from German by Rich- 
ard and Clara Winston. Knopf. 
From the early stargazers of 
Babylon to the astrophysicists 
of today. 

Vandiver, Frank E. The Mighty 


Give Us This 


Stonewall. McGraw. 

A definitive biography of a great 
military genius, the Confederate 
general, Thomas Jonathan Jack- 
son. 

Walters, Raymond. Albert Galla- 
tin: Jeffersonian Financier and 
Diplomat. Macmillan. 

A biography which interprets 
the man and his times. 

Ward, Barbara. Interplay of East 

and West. Norton. 
A sparkling evaluation of the 
way the parts of the globe have 
reacted upon each other in the 
past and how they may be ex- 
pected to act in any future cri- 
sis. 

White, William S. Citadel: the 

Story of the U. S. Senate. Har- 
per. 
An analysis and critical ap- 
praisal of the men who make up 
the U. S. Senate and their meth- 
ods of accomplishing—or not ac- 
complishing—their objectives. 

Woodring, Paul. A Fourth of a 

Nation. McGraw. 
A seasoned, calm evaluation of 
the American educational scene 
which includes suggestions for 
a constructive realignment of 
educational programs. 

Wright, Frank L. A Testament. 
Horizon. 

Detailed account of the author’s 
creative life, his ideas and per- 
sonal beliefs. 

Wylie, Laurence W. Village in the 
Vaucluse. Harvard University. 
An interpretative picture of life 
in a small French village, Pey- 
rane, as experienced by the 
author, his wife and their two 
small sons. 
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Construction bids on the 
proposed $700,000 Abilene 
Public Library building, to 
be erected at North Second and Cedar 
Streets, were opened by the city Feb- 
ruary 4. The structure will consist of 
a basement and two floors, and will be 
of concrete columns and canopies, mo- 
saic tile, aluminum mulls with glass 
and porcelain panels, and brick. It will 
contain 42,000 square feet of space. 


ABILENE 


The Cisco Public Library was 
remodeled and redecorated at 
the cost of approximately 
$1500. The citizens of Cisco and 
elsewhere were most generous in do- 
nations of money and supplies. Under 
the direction of Miss Mamie Estes, 
Cisco Junior College Librarian, the 
books were classified and cataloging of 
the books was begun. The city has 
been most cooperative and has raised 
an appropriation to $600 per year for 
the librarian’s salary and a small sum 
was designated for the maintenance of 
the library. 


CISCO 


Final arrangements are being 
made in preparation for 
housing the DeWitt County 
Museum in the Cuero Chamber of 
Commerce building. The museum will 
occupy one-half of the room in which 
the city library is located. The date 
for the public opening will be released 
later. 


CUERO 


The Oak Cliff Lions Club 
presented a check for $3000 
to the Oak Cliff Branch Li- 
brary for the purchase of new books. 
The funds were made available as a 
result of money raised at the club’s 
minstrel show presented in November. 
The Lions Club Board members ex- 
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pressed the wish that the money be 
used in part for the purchase of tech- 
nical books dealing with various basic 
sciences. 


Members of the board of 
DEL RIO Val Verde County Library 

completed a course under 
the auspices of the University of Chi- 
cago. ‘The course was taken on the 
general theme of how to be a better 
library board member. Topics in- 
cluded Powers and Responsibility of 
Library Boards; Board Organization 
and Operation; the Library’s Past; Li- 
brary Services of Today and Tomorrow; 
the Board and the Budget; The Board 
and the Staff; The Board and Books; 
‘the Board and Collections of Library 
Books; The Board’s Public Relations; 
and The Board and the Law. 


Extensive improvements 
GALVESTON of the Rosenberg Li- 

brary this year are be- 
ing considered by the board and Ray 
M. Fry, librarian. They include an ad- 
dition for a museum of fine arts and 
natural arts, new volumes in the 250,- 
000 book library, air conditioning and 
elevators, and rehabilitation of the 56- 
year-old building. Because of the 
crowded conditions the valued library 
of research material is not easily ac- 
cessikle. 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. 
HOUSTON Clayton have offered their 

house at 5300 Caroline as 
a gift to Houston Public Library Sys- 
tem to be used as a cultural center 
branch. The Clayton house, a three- 
story brick colonial, stands on a full 
block. Also located on the property 
are a two-story brick guest house and 
a two-story garage apartment building. 
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The proposal will have to be approved 
by the city council and mayor. 


Possible sites for Killeen’s 
new public library were 
discussed during a session 
of the council-appointed library board 
at City Hall. Two downtown locations 
were considered in view of present and 
future library needs. Discussions were 
heard on expanding the library and ob- 
taining a qualified librarian. Offers to 
help in the project have come from al- 
most every civic organization in Kil- 
leen. The library project was begun 
with purchase of Hood Village Library 
by the Kiwanis Club. The library has 
infinite possibilities for the future. 


KILLEEN 


The Liberty City Library 
LIBERTY has recently undergone ex- 

terior improvements. Dur- 
ing the summer the building was air- 
conditioned and the interior was re- 
decorated in a beautiful shade of green, 
white ceiling and oak trim. The junior 
Trivium Club added a record collection 
of classical music and the Woman’s 
Club gave a collection of books on mu- 
sic, art and literature. Other gifts in- 
clude a kodagraph machine and a ma- 
hogany bookcase. 


Nicholson Memorial Li- 
LONGVIEW brary will be almost 

doubled in size and serv- 
ices. This was made possible by W. R. 
Nicholson’s donation of $150,000. Ar- 
chitectural designs are being prepared 
and will soon be completed. Expansion 
will come in the form of additional 
space, immediately east of the present 
structure. 


A fund of $6,733 being allo- 
LUFKIN cated to Kurth Memorial Li- 

brary by Angelina County 
Commissioners Court will be used to 
provide bookmobile service to residents 
living outside Lufkin. The bookmobile 
will carry a large book selection into 
county areas. The schedule for the 
bookmobile is now in the process of 
being worked out. 


A $35,000 price tag was 
MIDLAND placed on furnishing the 

new Midland County Li- 
brary. The cost estimate came as 
County Commissioners began to study | 
requests for furnishings prepared by | 
Librarian Rose Kinzer. The new li- 
brary building will be ready for occu- 
pancy in about two months. 


Plans were under way to ~ 
increase the number of | 
children and adult books | 
in the Rockdale Public Li- 

The construction of more shelf | 
space is to begin shortly. The Associa- i 
tion’s annual library ball, slated for late © 
April, is expected to bring in additional 
revenue which could be spent for books. 


ROCKDALE 


available 
brary. 


The plans for Taylor’s new 
public library building have 
been studied by the Library 
Planning Board. The plan for the 
building of concrete blocks is for early 
Texan architecture with large reading 
room, powder rooms, storeroom, and 
mechanical room. The building will be 
year-round air conditioned. The pro- 
posed building was found to be eco- 
nomical, functional, and beautiful. 


TAYLOR 
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The 1958 Directory 


Will Be Published As 


The April Issue 
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